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Highland City Planning Commission 

November 24, 2015 
 

The special meeting of the Highland City Planning Commission was called to order by Planning 

Commission Chair, Christopher Kemp at 7:00 PM on November 24, 2015. An invocation was 

offered by Commissioner Brammer and those assembled were led in the Pledge of Allegiance by 

Chairman Kemp.  

 

PRESENT:    Commissioner: Christopher Kemp  

    Commissioner: Brady Brammer  

    Commissioner: Sherry Carruth  

    Commissioner: Tim Heyrend  

    Commissioner: Steve Rock  

    Commissioner (Alternate): Steve Nielsen  

 

EXCUSED:    Commissioner: Scott Temby 

    Commissioner: Abe Day 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   Community Development Director: Nathan Crane  

    Planning Coordinator: Kelsey Bradshaw  

    Planning Commission Secretary: Heather White 

 

OTHERS:      

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the minutes from the August 25, 2015 meeting. Chairman 

Kemp asked for changes. Hearing none, he called for a motion.  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Heyrend moved to approve the minutes from the August 25, 2015 

Planning Commission meeting as written. Commissioner Carruth seconded the motion. All 

present were in favor. The motion carried.   

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

 

 Report regarding updates to the Town Center Overlay District  

 

Mr. Crane explained that staff were directed to eliminate any future residential within the Town 

Center Overlay District unless it was approved through a development agreement/amendment to 

the Code. This direction came from a previously held combined work session with members of 

the Council and Planning Commission. The proposed amendment would be presented to the 

Planning Commission in January. Mr. Crane mentioned that the city met with the major property 

owner today to discuss the city's plan for the area.  
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PUBLIC APPEARANCES  

 

Chair Kemp asked for public comment. None was given. 

 

 

WITHDRAWALS AND CONTINUANCES  

  

 1. PP-15-04:  

A request by Rob Gulbrandsen for preliminary plat approval of a 61 lot single-family 

residential subdivision. The property is approximately 36.61 acres in size and is located 

at the northeast corner of Highland Boulevard and 11800 North. This item will be 

continued to the December 8, 2015 Planning Commission meeting.  
 

Mr. Crane explained that Item PP-15-04 would not be discussed. It was continued to the 

December 8, 2015 meeting.   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS  

 

 2. PP-15-02:  
A request by Matt Robinson with Handcrafted Homes for preliminary plat approval for 

an 86 unit attached single-family subdivision. The property is approximately 7.76 acres 

in size and is located at the northeast and southeast corners of Town Square East and 

Parkway East.  

 

Mr. Crane mentioned that the Council approved the Conditional Use Permit, Site Plan, and 

Architectural Plan on September 15, 2015 subject to 22 stipulations. He said the Commissioners 

received an analysis of the stipulations as part of the staff report. Mr. Crane explained there were 

two items that had not fully met the stipulations - 1) number of on-street and off-street parking 

spaces and 2) landscaping and how much was provided.  

 

Chairman Kemp asked about the applicant's response regarding the requested information. He 

asked if Mr. Crane was sure that the applicant understood the information they still needed to 

provide. Mr. Crane said that he had not received any response from the applicant and that he was 

sure they understood what they needed to provide.  

 

The Planning Commission discussed the fact that the applicant still needed to provide the 

requested information.    

 

Chairman Kemp opened the public hearing by consent at 7:07 PM.  

 

Lillie Kohler voiced concern regarding traffic. She thought the proposed 87 homes on 8 acres 

was a catastrophe in the making. She voiced concern about cars on the roads and safety for the 

people living in the area. She hoped the Commissioners considered the safety and health of the 
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people in the area. Ms. Kohler thought the area needed to be developed, but was not sure it 

should be the proposed type of development.  

 

Stan Mead thought that if the developer was not going to comply with the conditional use 

approved by the City Council then denial of the application would be appropriate.  

 

Chairman Kemp asked for additional comments. Hearing none, he closed the public hearing by 

consent at 7:10 PM. He asked for further discussion.  

 

Commissioner Brammer said it was perplexing and disconcerting that the developer was not in 

attendance after the fight and effort they went through to obtain approval of the development. He 

talked about the developer's behavior at previous meetings and thought it showed the contentious 

nature they had taken towards with city. He was concerned with how the developer might 

interact with the city, particularly around City Hall, in the heart of the city.  

 

Chairman Kemp asked for additional comment. Hearing none, he called for a motion.   

 

MOTION: Commissioner Brammer moved to recommend denial of the application to the City 

Council on the basis of the same concerns as set forth in the July 2015 minutes, as well as the 

applicant's failure to appear, and most importantly, applicant's failure to comply with the 

landscaping requirements set forth in the Development Code, as well as applicant's failure to 

comply with Stipulation #21 of the Preliminary approval by the City Council. Commissioner 

Rock seconded the motion. All present were in favor. The motion carried.  

 

 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT  

 

Commissioner Neilsen asked if the application for the church building was approved. Mr. Crane 

said the application was approved with no parking on the west side of the street.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Rock moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Brammer 

seconded the motion. All present were in favor. The motion carried.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 PM.  

 

 


