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Adults’ Good Reads
Book List

Books with a wide range of appeal
and topics that will generate
discussion.

The 19" Wife — David Ebershoff —
The story of Ann Eliza Young's crusade
against polygamy intertwines with a
tale of murder involving a polygamist

family in present-day Utah.
F Ebershoff

Alice | Have Been — Melanie
Benjamin — Her name is Alice Liddell
Hargreaves, but to the world she’ll
always be known simply as “Alice,” the
girl who followed the White Rabbit
into a wonderland of Mad Hatters,
Queens of Hearts, and Cheshire Cats.
Now, nearing her eighty-first birthday,
she looks back on a life of intense
passion, great privilege, and greater
tragedy.

F Benjamin

An Arsonist’s Guide to
Writers’ Homes in New
England - Brock Clarke — A lot of
remarkable things have happened in
the life of Sam Pulsifer beginning with
the ten years he spent in prison for
accidentally burning down Emily
Dickinson's house and unwittingly
killing two people. Emerging at age
twenty-eight, he creates a new life and
identity as a husband and father. But
when the homes of other famous New
England writers suddenly go up in
smoke, he must prove his innocence.
F Clarke

The Artist of Disappearance:
Three Novellas — Anita Desai —
Set in India in the not-too-distant past,
the stories' diverse surroundings and
dramas frame universal themes, which
illuminate the ways in which various
aspects of the Indian culture can
nourish or suffocate. Overwhelmed by
their own lack of purpose, the men
and women who populate these tales
set out on unexpected journeys that
present them with a fresh sense hope
and opportunity.

F Desai

Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress - Sijie Dai — Two
hapless city boys are exiled to a
remote mountain village for re-
education during China’s infamous
Cultural Revolution. There the two
friends meet the daughter of the local
tailor and discover a hidden stash of
Western classics in Chinese translation.
As they flirt with the seamstress and
secretly devour these banned works,
the two friends find transit from their
grim surroundings to worlds they
never imagined.

F Dai

Bloodroot — Amy Greene — About
an Appalachian family haunted by
trauma, great gifts, and greater
tragedies, the story unfolds in first-
person segments by rotating members
of the clan, each revealing a different
perspective to the same tragic events
that span four generations, the
principal being a beautiful, free-
spirited woman whose choices
drastically shape the lives of those who
love her.

F Greene

The Book Thief — Markus Zusak
— Trying to make sense of the horrors
of World War Il, Death relates the
story of Liesel--a young German girl
whose book-stealing and story-telling
talents help sustain her family and the
Jewish man they are hiding, as well as
their neighbors.

YA F Zusak

Born to Run: A Hidden Tribe,
Superathletes, and the
Greatest Race the World Has
Ever Seen — Christopher
McDougall — McDougall reveals the
secrets of the world's greatest distance
runners--the Tarahumara Indians of
Copper Canyon, Mexico--and how he
trained for the challenge of a lifetime:
a fifty-mile race through the heart of
Tarahumara country pitting the tribe
against an odd band of super-athletic
Americans.

796.42 McD

The Brief Wondrous Life of
Oscar Wao - Junot Diaz — Things
have never been easy for Oscar, a
sweet but disastrously overweight,
lovesick Dominican ghetto nerd. From
his home in New Jersey, where he lives
with his old-world mother and
rebellious sister, Oscar dreams of
becoming the Dominican J. R. R.
Tolkien and, most of all, of finding love.
But he may never get what he wants,
thanks to the fukud — the curse that has
haunted the Oscar's family for
generations, dooming them to prison,
torture, tragic accidents, and, above
all, ill-starred love.

F Diaz

City of Thieves — David Benioff —
During the Nazis’ brutal siege of
Leningrad, Lev Beniov is arrested for
looting and thrown into the same cell
as a handsome deserter named Kolya.
Instead of being executed, Lev and
Kolya are given a shot at saving their
own lives by complying with an
outrageous directive: secure a dozen
eggs for a powerful Soviet colonel to
use in his daughter’s wedding cake. In
a city cut off from all supplies and
suffering unbelievable deprivation, Lev
and Kolya embark on a hunt through
the dire lawlessness of Leningrad and
behind enemy lines to find the
impossible.

F Benioff

Cutting for Stone — Abraham
Verghese — Marion and Shiva Stone
are twin brothers born of a secret
union between a beautiful Indian nun
and a brash British surgeon. Orphaned
by their mother’s death and their
father’s disappearance, bound
together by a preternatural connection
and a shared fascination with
medicine, the twins come of age as
Ethiopia hovers on the brink of
revolution.

F Verghese

Dear and Glorious Physician -
Taylor Caldwell — Today St. Luke is
known as the author of the third
Gospel of the New Testament, but two
thousand years ago he was Lucanus, a
Greek, a man who loved, knew the
emptiness of bereavement, and later
traveled through the hills and wastes
of Judea asking, "What manner of man
was my Lord?"

F Caldwell

Dooms-day Book — Connie
Willis — Journeying back in time to the
year 1320, twenty-first century Oxford
woman Kivrin arrives during the
outbreak of a deadly epidemic.

F Willis



Every Last Cuckoo - Kate
Maloy — Sarah Lucas imagined the rest
of her days would be spent living
peacefully in her rural Vermont home
in the steadfast company of her
husband. But now, with Charles's
sudden passing, seventy-five-year-old
Sarah is left inconsolably alone.

So, when a variety of wayward souls
come seeking shelter in Sarah's own
big, empty home, her past comes full
circle. As this unruly flock forms a
family of sorts, they—with Sarah—
nurture and protect one another, all
the while discovering their
unsuspected strengths and courage.
F Maloy

Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close - Jonathan
Safran Foer — Oskar Snell is on a
mission to find the lock that fits a
mysterious key belonging to his father,
who died in the World Trade Center on
9/11. By the same author: Everything
Is lluminated.

F Foer

Firefly Lane — Kristin Hannah —
Inseparable best friends Kate and Tully,
two young women who, despite their
very different lives, have vowed to be
there for each other forever, have
been true to their promise for thirty
years, until events and choices in their
lives tear them apart.

F Hannah

The Forgotten Garden - Kate
Morton — A tiny girl is abandoned on a
ship headed for Australia in 1913. She
is taken in by the dockmaster and his
wife and raised as their own. On her
twenty-first birthday, they tell her the
truth, and with her sense of self
shattered and very little to go on,
"Nell" sets out to trace her real
identity. But it is not until her
granddaughter, Cassandra, takes up
the search after Nell’s death that all
the pieces of the puzzle are assembled.
By the same author: The Distant Hours,
The House at Riverton.

F Morton

The Given Day - Dennis Lehane
— Set in Boston at the end of the First
World War and filled with a cast of
richly drawn, unforgettable characters,
The Given Day tells the story of two
families—one black, one white—swept
up in a maelstrom of revolutionaries
and anarchists, immigrants and ward
bosses, Brahmins and ordinary citizens,
all engaged in a battle for survival and
power.

F Lehane

The God of Small Things -
Arundhati Roy — In 1969 in Kerala,
India, Rahel and her twin brother,
Estha, struggle to forge a childhood for
themselves amid the destruction of
their family life, as they discover that
the entire world can be transformed in
a single moment.

F Roy

The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society — Mary
Ann Shaffer — January 1946: writer
Juliet Ashton receives a letter from a
stranger, a founding member of the
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie
Society. And so begins a remarkable
tale of the island of Guernsey during
the German occupation, and of a

society as extraordinary as its name.
F Shaffer

Half Broke Horses: A True-
Life Novel — Jeannette Walls — Lily
Casey Smith, this novel's feisty Texas
protagonist, is a frontier teacher, a
rancher, a rodeo rider, a poker player,
and bootlegger. In Half Broke Horses,
she survives droughts, tornados,
floods, poverty, a bigamous husband,
and whatever else fate can throw
against her. By the same author: Glass
Castle.

F Walls

Heaven Is for Real: A Little
Boy’s Astounding Story of
His Trip to Heaven and Back —
Todd Burpo — When Colton Burpo
made it through an emergency
appendectomy, his family was
overjoyed at his miraculous survival.
What they weren't expecting,

though, was the story that emerged in
the months that followed-a story as
beautiful as it was extraordinary,
detailing their little boy's trip to
heaven and back.

133.9 Bur

The Help - Kathryn Stockett — In
Jackson, Mississippi, in 1962, there are
lines that are not crossed. With the
civil rights movement exploding all
around them, three women start a
movement of their own, forever
changing a town and the way women--
black and white, mothers and
daughters--view one another.

F Stockett

The Historian - Elizabeth
Kostova — A young woman finds an
ancient book and a cache of yellowing
letters. The letters are all addressed to
"My dear and unfortunate successor,"
and they plunge her into a world she
never dreamed of-a labyrinth where
the secrets of her father's past and her
mother's mysterious fate connect to
an inconceivable evil hidden in the
depths of history. By the same author:
The Swan Thieves.

F Kostova

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet — Jamie Ford — Set in
the ethnic neighborhoods of Seattle
during World War Il and Japanese
American internment camps of the
era, this debut novel tells the
heartwarming story of widower Henry
Lee, his father, and his first love Keiko
Okabe.

F Ford

In the Garden of Beasts:
Love, Terror and an American
Family in Hitler’s Berlin — Erik
Larson — The time is 1933, the place,
Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes
America’s first ambassador to Hitler’s
Germany in a year that proved to be a
turning point in history.

943 Lar

The Lace Reader — Brunonia
Barry — Can you read your future in a
piece of lace? All of the Whitney
women can. But the last time Towner
read, it killed her sister and nearly
robbed Towner of her own sanity.
Vowing never to read lace again, her
resolve is tested when faced with the
mysterious, unsolvable disappearance
of her beloved Great Aunt Eva, Salem's
original Lace Reader.

F Barry

The Lady of the Rivers -
Philippa Gregory — When the death
of Joan of Arc shows her the dangers
faced by strong women, Jacquetta, a
psychic descendant of a river goddess,
studies alchemy and becomes the
secret wife of Richard Woodville
before returning to the court of Henry
VI. By the same author: The Other
Boleyn Girl.

F Gregory



The Last Time | Saw You -
Elizabeth Berg — As onetime
classmates meet up over the course of
a weekend for their fortieth high
school reunion, they discover things
that will irrevocably affect the rest of
their lives. As these and other
classmates converge for the reunion
dinner, four decades melt away:
desires and personalities from their
youth reemerge, and new discoveries
are made. By the same author: Home
Safe, The Year of Pleasures, The Art of
Mending.

F Berg

Let the Great World Spin -
Colum McCann — In the dawning
light of a late-summer morning, the
people of lower Manhattan stand
hushed, staring up in disbelief at the
Twin Towers. It is August 1974, and a
mysterious tightrope walker is running,
dancing, leaping between the towers,
suspended a quarter mile above the
ground. In the streets below, a slew of
ordinary lives become a stunningly
intricate portrait of a city and its
people.

F McCann

Life of Pi — Yann Martel — After a
shipwreck, a sixteen year old Indian
boy finds himself trapped on a lifeboat
with a wounded zebra, a spotted
hyena, a seasick orangutan and a 450-
pound Bengal tiger named Richard
Parker.

F Martel

Little Bee — Chris Cleave — All you
should know going in to Little Bee is
that what happens on the beach is
brutal, and that it braids the fates of a
16-year-old Nigerian orphan (who calls
herself Little Bee) and a well-off British
couple--journalists trying to repair
their strained marriage with a free
holiday--who should have stayed
behind their resort's walls.

F Cleave

Lone Wolf — Jodi Picoult —
Twenty-four-year-old Edward Warren
has been living in Thailand for five
years, a prodigal son who left his
family after an irreparable fight with
his father, Luke. But he gets a frantic
phone call: his dad lies comatose,
gravely injured in the same accident
that has also injured his younger sister
Cara. With her father's chances for
recovery dwindling, Cara wants to wait
for a miracle. But Edward wants to
terminate life support and donate his
father's organs. By the same author:
My Sister’s Keeper, Handle with Care.
F Picoult

The Long Walk: The True
Story of a Trek to Freedom —
Slavomir Rawicz — Describes the
four-thousand-mile journey across the
Gobi Desert and the Himalayas of
seven men who escaped from a
Siberian prison camp. The harrowing
true tale of escaped Soviet prisoners
desperate march out of Siberia,
through China, the Gobi Desert, Tibet,
and over the Himalayas to British
India.

940.54 Raw

Love Walked In — Marisa De Los
Santos — Thirty-one-year-old Cornelia
Brown adores classic romantic films.
Unapologetically idealistic about love,
Cornelia appears to catch the break of
a lifetime when the dashing Martin
Grace, her own personal Cary Grant,
comes strolling into her life. But
Cornelia's life truly changes one snowy
day when she looks up to find troubled
11-year-old Clare Hobbes standing
before her. By the same author:
Belong to Me.

F De Los Santos

The Marriage Plot — Jeffrey
Eugenides — Madeleine Hanna breaks
out of her straight-and-narrow mold
when she falls in love with charismatic
loner Leonard Bankhead. At the same
time an old friend of hers resurfaces,
obsessed with the idea that Madeleine
is his destiny.

F Eugenides

The Memory Keeper’s
Daughter — Kim Edwards — In a
tale spanning twenty-five years, a
doctor delivers his newborn twins
during a snowstorm and, rashly
deciding to protect his wife from their
baby daughter's affliction with Down
Syndrome, turns her over to a nurse,
who secretly raises the child.

F Edwards

Mermaids in the Basement —
Michael Lee West — Struggling with
the loss of her mother, a case of
writer's block, and her boyfriend's
affair, Renata DeChavannes travels to
her Gulf Coast family home, where she
struggles to become the empowered
woman her formidable grandmother
believes her to be.

F West

Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children — Ransom
Riggs — Sixteen-year-old Jacob,
traumatized by his grandfather's
sudden, violent death, travels with his
father to a remote island off the coast
of Wales to find the orphanage where
his grandfather was sent to live to
escape Nazi persecution in Poland.
When he arrives, he finds much more
than he bargained for: the children
from his grandfather's stories are still
at the orphanage, living in a time loop
in 1940.

YA F Riggs

Monsters of Templeton -
Lauren Groff — In the wake of a
disastrous affair with her married
archaeology professor, Willie Upton
arrives on the doorstep of her
ancestral home in storybook
Templeton, New York, looking to hide
in the one place to which she swore
she’d never come back. As soon as she
arrives, though, a prehistoric monster
surfaces in Lake Glimmerglass,
changing the very fabric of the town.
F Groff

Mudbound — Hillary Jordan — It is
1946, and city-bred Laura McAllan is
trying to raise her children on her
husband's Mississippi Delta farm. In
the midst of the family's struggles, two
young men return from the war to
work the land. Jamie McAllan, Laura's
brother-in-law, is everything her
husband is not—charming, handsome,
and haunted by his memories of
combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest son of
the black sharecroppers who live on
the McAllan farm, has come home
with the shine of a war hero.

F Jordan

Never Let Me Go - Kazuo
Ishiguro — A dark, dystopian tale of
three former friends, all alumni of a
British boarding school, who unravel a
horrifying secret about their alma
mater.

F Ishiguro

Night — Elie Wiesel — A candid,
horrific, and deeply poignant
autobiographical account of the
author’s survival as a teenager in the

Nazi death camps.
940.53 Wie



Noah’s Compass — Anne Tyler —
Liam Pennywell, who set out to be a
philosopher, ended up teaching fifth
grade so early retirement doesn’t
bother him. But he is troubled by his
inability to remember anything about
the first night that he moved into his
new and spare condominium on the
outskirts of Baltimore. His effort to
recover the moments of his life that
have been stolen from him leads him
on an unexpected detour. By the same
author: The Amateur Marriage, The
Accidental Tourist, Dinner at the
Homesick Restaurant.

F Tyler

Not My Daughter — Barbara
Delinsky — When Susan Tate’s
seventeen-year-old daughter, Lily,
announces she is pregnant, Susan is
stunned. A single mother, she has
struggled to do everything right. Then
comes word of two more pregnancies
among other high school juniors who
happen to be Lily’s best friends. By the
same author: While My Sister Sleeps.
F Delinsky

Olive Kitteridge — Elizabeth
Strout — At the edge of the continent,
in the small town of Crosby, Maine,
lives Olive Kitteridge, a retired
schoolteacher who deplores the
changes in her town and in the world
at large but doesn't always recognize
the changes in those around her.

F Strout

Only Time Will Tell - Jeffrey
Archer — A dock worker in Bristol,
Harry never knew his father, but he
learns about life on the docks from his
uncle who expects Harry to join him at
the shipyard once he's left school. But
then his unexpected gift wins him a
scholarship to an exclusive boys'
school, and his life will never be the
same again.

F Archer

Paris Wife — Paula McClain — A
deeply evocative story of ambition and
betrayal, The Paris Wife captures a
remarkable period of time and a love
affair between two unforgettable
people: Ernest Hemingway and his
wife Hadley.

F McClain

Pope Joan - Donna Woolfolk
Cross — For a thousand years her
existence has been denied. She is the
legend that will not die—Pope Joan, the
ninth-century woman who disguised
herself as a man and rose to become
the only female ever to sit on the
throne of St. Peter.

F Cross

The Red Garden - Alice Hoffman
A transforming glimpse of small-town
America, presenting us with some
three hundred years of passion, dark
secrets, loyalty, and redemption in a
web of tales where characters' lives
are intertwined by fate and by their
own actions. At the center of
everyone’s life is a mysterious garden
where only red plants can grow, and
where the truth can be found by those
who dare to look. By the same author:
The Story Sisters, Incantation, Indigo,
The River King.

F Hoffman

The Road — Cormac McCarthy — A
father and his son walk alone through
burned America. Nothing moves in the
ravaged landscape save the ash on the
wind. Their destination is the coast,
although they don't know what, if
anything, awaits them there. They
have nothing; just a pistol to defend
themselves against the lawless bands
that stalk the road, the clothes they
are wearing, a cart of scavenged food-
—and each other. By the same author:
No Country for Old Men, All the Pretty
Horses.

F McCarthy

Room: A Novel - Emma
Donoghue — Told entirely in the
language of five-year-old Jack,
describes the bond between parent
and child, and what it means to
journey from one world to another.
F Donoghue

Rules of Civility — Amor Towles
— The story of a watershed year in the
life of an uncompromising twenty-five-
year- old named Katey Kontent. Armed
with little more than a formidable
intellect, a bracing wit, and her own
brand of cool nerve, Katey embarks on
a journey from a Wall Street secretarial
pool through the upper echelons of
New York society in 1938 in search of a
brighter future.

F Towles

Sarah’s Key - Tatiana de Rosnay
— Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old
girl, is brutally arrested with her family
by the French police in the Vel d'Hiv'
roundup. Paris, May 2002: Journalist
Julia Jarmond is asked to write an
article about this black day in France's
past. Through her contemporary
investigation, she stumbles onto a trail
of long-hidden family secrets that
connect her to Sarah. By the same
author: A Secret Kept.

F Rosnay

Save Me - Lisa Scottoline — When
an explosion rips through the nearly
empty cafeteria of a Reesburgh (Pa.)
Elementary School, lunch mother Rose
McKenna leads two girls to safety
before racing to rescue her own
daughter, Melly. But Rose soon learns
that she may face both civil and
criminal charges for her heroics
because one of the girls she saved was
seriously injured in the resulting fire
that killed three school staff members.
By the same author: Think Twice, Look
Again.

F Scottoline

Saving CeeCee Honeycutt: A
Novel — Beth Hoffman — Twelve-
year-old CeeCee Honeycutt is in
trouble. For years, she has been the
caretaker of her psychotic mother,
Camille-the tiara-toting, lipstick-
smeared laughingstock of an entire
town-a woman trapped in her long-ago
moment of glory as the 1951 Vidalia
Onion Queen. But when Camille is hit
by a truck and killed, CeeCee is left to
fend for herself. To the rescue comes
her previously unknown great-aunt,
Tootie Caldwell.

F Hoffman

The Shadow of the Wind -
Carlos Ruiz Zafon — In the postwar
calm of 1945 Barcelona, ten-year-old
Daniel Sempere awakes from a
nightmare and, to his horror, realizes
that he can no longer remember the
face of his deceased mother. In an
effort to divert his son's attention from
this sharply felt fear and loss, his
father, a rare-book dealer, first swears
Daniel to secrecy, then takes him to a
clandestine library where Daniel is
allowed to select a single book.

F Ruiz Zafon



Snow Flower and the Secret
Fan — Lisa See — In nineteenth-
century China, in a remote Hunan
county, a girl named Lily, at the tender
age of seven, is paired with a laotong,
“old same,” in an emotional match
that will last a lifetime. The two find
solace, developing a bond that keeps
their spirits alive. But when a
misunderstanding arises, their deep
friendship suddenly threatens to tear
apart.

F See

Someone Knows My Name —
Lawrence Hill — Kidnapped as a child
from Africa, Aminata Diallo is enslaved
in South Carolina but escapes during
the chaos of the Revolutionary War. In
Manhattan she becomes a scribe for
the British, recording the names of
blacks who have served the King and
earned freedom in Nova Scotia. But
the hardship and prejudice there
prompt her to follow her heart back to
Africa, then on to London, where she
bears witness to the injustices of
slavery and its toll on her life and a
whole people.

F Hill

State of Wonder: a novel — Ann
Patchett — Marina Singh, a big pharma
researcher, is sent by her married
boss/lover to the deepest, darkest
corner of the Amazon to investigate
the death of her colleague, Anders
Eckman, who had been dispatched to
check on the progress of the
incommunicado Dr. Annick Swenson, a
rogue scientist on the cusp of
developing a fertility drug. By the same
author: Run.

F Patchett

Still Alice — Lisa Genova — Alice
Howland, happily married with three
grown children and a house on the
Cape, is a celebrated Harvard professor
at the height of her career when she
notices a forgetfulness creeping into
her life. As confusion starts to cloud
her thinking and her memory begins to
fail her, she receives a devastating
diagnosis: early onset Alzheimer's
disease. Fiercely independent, Alice
struggles to maintain her lifestyle and
live in the moment, even as her sense
of self is being stripped away.

F Genova

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle —
David Wroblewski — A tale
reminiscent of "Hamlet" that also
celebrates the alliance between
humans and dogs follows speech-
disabled Wisconsin youth Edgar, who
bonds with three yearling canines and
struggles to prove that his sinister
uncle is responsible for his father's
death.

F Wroblewski

The Sweetness at the Bottom
of the Pie — Alan C. Bradley — It is
the summer of 1950, and at the once-
grand mansion of Buckshaw, young
Flavia de Luce, an aspiring chemist
with a passion for poison, is intrigued
by a series of inexplicable events. For
Flavia, life begins in earnest when
murder comes to Buckshaw. First in a

series.
F Bradley

Thirteenth Tale — Diana
Setterfield — Margaret Lea works in
her father's antiquarian bookshop
where her fascination for the
biographies of the long-dead has led
her to write them herself. She gets a
letter from one of the most famous
authors of the day, the mysterious
Vida Winter. She is old and ailing, and
at last she wants to tell the truth about
her extraordinary life.

F Setterfield

A Thousand Splendid Suns -
Khaled Hosseini — Born out of
wedlock, Mariam was forced to marry
40-year-old Rasheed when she was
only 15. Then, 18 years later, her still
childless husband angrily takes an even
younger wife. Mariam and her
"sister/daughter," Laila’s abject
situation leaves them no emotional
space for idle philosophizing; their
resistance is from the very core of their
being. By the same author: The Kite
Runner.

F Hosseini

The Time Traveler’s Wife -
Audrey Niffenegger — Remarkable
story of Henry DeTamble, a dashing,
adventuresome librarian who travels
involuntarily through time, and Clare
Abshire, an artist whose life takes a
natural sequential course. Henry and
Clare's passionate love affair endures
across a sea of time and captures the
two lovers in an impossibly romantic
trap.

F Niffenegger

Unaccustomed Earth — Jhumpa
Lahiri — Eight stories that take us from
Cambridge and Seattle to India and
Thailand as they enter the lives of
sisters and brothers, fathers and
mothers, daughters and sons, friends
and lovers.

F Lahiri

Unbroken: A World War I
Story of Survival, Resilience
and Redemption - Laura
Hillenbrand — On a May afternoon in
1943, an Army Air Forces bomber
crashed into the Pacific Ocean and
disappeared, leaving only a spray of
debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and
blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a
face appeared--Lt. Louis Zamperini.
Captured by the Japanese and driven
to the limits of endurance, Zamperini
would answer desperation with
ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve,
and humor. By the same author:
Seabiscuit: An American Legend.

92 Zamperini

When You Are Engulfed in
Flames — David Sedaris —In essay
after essay, Sedaris proceeds from
bizarre conundrums of daily life-having
a lozenge fall from your mouth into the
lap of a fellow passenger on a plane or
armoring the windows with LP covers
to protect the house from neurotic
songbirds-to the most deeply resonant
human truths. By the same author: Me
Talk Pretty One Day, Holidays on Ice.
814.54 Sed

When You Reach Me —
Rebecca Stead — As her mother
prepares to be a contestant on the
1970s television game show, "The
$20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old
New York City girl tries to make sense
of a series of mysterious notes
received from an anonymous source
that seems to defy the laws of time
and space.

JF Stead

Wonderstruck — Brian Selznick —
Having lost his mother and his hearing
in a short time, twelve-year-old Ben
leaves his Minnesota home in 1977 to
seek the father he never knew in New
York City, and meets there Rose, who
is also longing for something missing
from her life. Ben's story is told in
words; Rose's in pictures. By the same
author: The Invention of Hugo Cabret.
JF Selznick



The Year of Magical Thinking
— Joan Didion — Didion's husband,
the writer John Gregory Dunne, died of
a heart attack, just after they had
returned from the hospital where their
only child, Quintana, was lying in a
coma. This book is a memoir of
Dunne's death, Quintana's illness, and
Didion's efforts to make sense of a
time when nothing made sense.

92 Didion

Year of Wonders: A Novel of
the Plague — Geraldine Brooks —
When an infected bolt of cloth carries
plague from London to an isolated
village, a housemaid named Anna Frith
emerges as an unlikely heroine and
healer. Through Anna's eyes we follow
the story of the fateful year of 1666, as
she and her fellow villagers confront
the spread of disease and superstition.
By the same author: March, People of
the Book.

F Brooks

The Yiddish Policemen’s
Union — Michael Chabon — For
sixty years Jewish refugees and their
descendants have prospered in the
Federal District of Sitka, a "temporary"
safe haven created in the wake of the
Holocaust and the shocking 1948
collapse of the fledgling state of Israel.
Homicide detective Meyer Landsman
of the District Police has enough
problems without worrying about the
upcoming Reversion. And in the cheap
hotel where Landsman has washed up,
someone has just committed a

murder—right under his nose.
F Chabon

The Zookeeper’'s Wife: A War
Story — Diane Ackerman — When
Germany invaded Poland, Stuka
bombers devastated Warsaw—and the
city's zoo along with it. With most of
their animals dead, zookeepers Jan and
Antonina Zabinski began smuggling
Jews into empty cages. Another dozen
"guests" hid inside the Zabinskis' villa,
emerging after dark for dinner,
socializing, and, during rare moments

of calm, piano concerts.
940.531 Ack



