
 

 
Children’s Scary Stories 
Book List 
 
Spooky, and some humorous, 
stories about ghosts, haunted 
places, and supernatural creatures. 
 

Alien Androids Assault 

Arizona – Jonathan Rand – In 
Scottsdale, Arizona, Shelby and Joey 
discover that strange aliens are 
plotting to take over the Earth. 
American Chillers series.  
JF Rand 
 

All the Lovely Bad Ones: A 
Ghost Story – Mary Downing 

Hahn –  While spending the summer 
at their grandmother's Vermont inn, 
two prankster siblings awaken young 
ghosts from the inn's distant past who 
refuse to "rest in peace." 
JF Hahn 
 

A to Z Mysteries – Ron Roy – 

Some titles in this series have 
supernatural mysteries. 
JF Roy 
 

Barnaby Grimes: Legion of 

the Dead – Paul Stewart – The 
funeral of a master criminal brings a 
dozen squabbling gangs together for a 
moment of peace, but when Barnaby 
shortcuts through the graveyard and 
sees the body rise from the earth, a 
terrifying mystery is born. 
JF Stewart 
 

Bermuda Triangle – Andrew 

Donkin – Explores the mysteries and 
legends associated with the Bermuda 
Triangle, an area in the Atlantic Ocean 
bounded by Bermuda, Florida, and 
Puerto Rico, where hundreds of boats 
and planes have vanished. 
 J 001.9 Don 
 

Born to Rule – Kathryn Lasky – 

When princesses from some of the 
most splendid kingdoms of the world 
gather at summer camp, a special 
bond forms between the girls of the 
South Turret and aids them in laying to 
rest a mystery while working to 
complete a long-lost tapestry. 
JF Lasky 
 

 
 
 

Caught in the Web – Laura 

Dower – Between Ivy's bossy 
behavior, Fiona's haunted sleepover 
and Madison's entry into the spooky 
story contest, Halloween is getting 
tricky. 
JF Dower 
 

Creepy Condors of California 
– Jonathan Rand – Melanie and 
Cameron discover a very sinister 
condor in northern California. 
American Chillers series.  
JF Rand 
 

A Curse Dark as Gold – 

Elizabeth C. Bunce – Upon the 
death of her father, seventeen-year-
old Charlotte struggles to keep the 
family's woolen mill running in the face 
of an overwhelming mortgage and 
what the local villagers believe is a 
curse, but when a man capable of 
spinning straw into gold appears on 
the scene she must decide if his help is 
worth the price. 
JF Bunce 
 

The Curse of the Campfire 
Weenies, and Other Warped 
and Creepy Tales – David Lubar 

– Thirty-five creepy stories about 
pigeons, ancient predators, Girl Scouts, 
and other terrifying things. Includes 
author's notes on how he got his ideas 
for these stories. 
JF Lubar 
 

The Dark-Thirty: Southern 
Tales of the Supernatural – Pat 

McKissack – A collection of ghost 
stories with African American themes, 
designed to be told during the Dark 
Thirty--the half hour before sunset--
when ghosts seem all too believable.  
JF McKissack 
 

Demons of the Ocean – Justin 

Somper – When twins Connor and 
Grace's ship is wrecked in a storm and 
Connor is rescued by pirates, he 
believes that Grace has been taken 
aboard the mythical Vampirate's ship, 
and he is determined to find her. First 
in the Vampirates series. 
JF Somper 
 

Dracula – Bram Stoker – Having 
discovered the double identity of the 
wealthy Transylvanian nobleman, 
Count Dracula, a small group of people 
vow to rid the world of the evil 
vampire. Retold for Classic Starts 
series. 
JF Stoker 

 
 

Dracula vs. Grampa at the 
Monster Truck Spectacular – 

Kirk Scroggs – When Grampa and 
Wiley sneak out of the house on a 
stormy Halloween night to attend 
Colonel Dracula's Monster Truck 
Spectacular, they run into trouble from 
which only Gramma and an F5 tornado 
can save them. First in the Wiley & 
Grampa Creature Features series.  
JF Scroggs 
 

The Dreadful Revenge of 
Ernest Gallen –James Lincoln 

Collier – When Eugene starts hearing 
a voice inside his head telling him to do 
awful things, it leads him to look into 
his small town's past before the 
Depression, and to discover long-
hidden secrets about his neighbors and 
his town. 
JF Collier 
 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – 

Robert Louis Stevenson – A kind 
and well-respected doctor is 
transformed into a murderous 
madman by taking a secret drug of his 
own creation. 
JF Stevenson 
 

Encyclopedia Horrifica: The 
Terrifying Truth! About 
Vampires, Ghosts, Monsters, 
and More – Joshua Gee – 

Presents facts about all things ghoulish 
and ghastly, special investigations, 
interviews, rare images, and 
eyewitness accounts. 
 J 001.9 Gee 
 

The Entertainer and the 
Dybbuk – Sid Fleischman – A 
struggling American ventriloquist in 
post-World War II Europe is possessed 
by the mischievous spirit of a young 
Jewish boy killed in the Holocaust. 
Author's note details the murder of 
over one million children by the Nazis 
during the 1930s and 1940s.  
JF Fleischman 
 

Five-Minute Chillers –William A. 

Walker – Presents eighteen short 
tales of terror, including "Baby Fat," 
"The Haunted High-Rise," and "The 
Othermother." 
JF Walker 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Frankenturkey – Betsy Haynes – 

Kyle and Annie want to celebrate 
Thanksgiving like the pilgrims. They 
want to wear stovepipe hats, bake 
their own pies--even raise their own 
turkey. Then they meet Frankenturkey! 
Frankenturkey is big, bad, and mad. If 
Kyle and Annie don't watch out, 
Frankenturkey will eat them for 
Thanksgiving dinner.  
JF Haynes 
 

Frankenstein –Mary Shelley – A 
monster assembled by a scientist from 
parts of dead bodies develops a mind 
of his own as he learns to loathe 
himself and hate his creator. 
JF Shelley 
 

The Ghost Belonged to Me – 

Richard Peck – Alexander encounters 
the ghost of a drowned girl who brings 
a cryptic warning. A tragedy is looming, 
but is there time for Alexander to act? 
JF Peck 
 

Ghosthunters and the 
Incredibly Revolting Ghost –
Cornelia Funke – Timid nine-year-old 
Tom Tomsky reluctantly agrees to help 
professional ghostbuster Hetty 
Camomile dispel an IRG (Incredibly 
Revolting Ghost) from an old house. 
First in the Ghosthunters series. 
JF Funke 
 

The Ghost of Fossil Glen – 

Cynthia C. DeFelice – Allie knows 
it's not her imagination when she 
hears a voice and sees in her mind's 
eye the face of a girl who seems to be 
seeking her help. 
JF DeFelice 
 

Ghosts!: Ghostly Tales from 
Folklore – Alvin Schwartz – 

Presents seven, easy-to-read ghost 
stories based on traditional folk tales 
and legends from various countries. 
JF Schwartz  
 

The Ghost’s Grave – Peg 

Kehret – Apprehensive about 
spending the summer in Washington 
State with his Aunt Ethel when his 
parents get an overseas job, twelve-
year-old Josh soon finds adventure 
when he meets the ghost of a coal 
miner. 
JF Kehret 
 

Ghosts I Have Been – Richard 

Peck – Blossom Culp's gift of second 
sight, which she discovers gradually, 
leads her into some unusual 
adventures. 
JF Peck 
 

Ghosts of Flight 401 – Brian 

Innes – An unsolved mystery. 

 J 133.1 Inn 
 

Ghost of Crutchfield Hall – 

Mary Downing Hahn – In the 
nineteenth century, ten-year-old 

Florence Crutchfield leaves a London 
orphanage to live with her great-uncle, 
great-aunt, and sickly cousin James, 
but she soon realizes the home has 
another resident, who means to do her 
and James harm. 
JF Hahn  
 

Gilda Joyce, Psychic 
Investigator – Jennifer Allison – 

During the summer before ninth grade, 
intrepid Gilda Joyce invites herself to 
the San Francisco mansion of distant 
cousin Lester Splinter and his thirteen-
year-old daughter, where she uses her 
purported psychic abilities and 
detective skills to solve the mystery of 
the mansion's boarded-up tower. First 
in the Gilda Joyce series. 
JF Allison 
 

Goosebumps Series – R.L. 

Stine – The best-selling scare series.  
JF Stine 
 

Groosham Grange – Anthony 

Horowitz – After being expelled from 
school, thirteen-year-old David Eliot is 
sent to Groosham Grange, a spooky 
and sinister boarding school where 
nothing seems quite right. See also 
Return to Groosham Grange: The 
Unholy Grail. 
JF Horowitz 
 

Hardy Boys Mysteries –
Franklin W. Dixon – Some titles in 
this series have a scary mystery.  
JF Dixon 

 
Haunted!: The Scary Life of 
David Mortimore Baxter – 

Karen Tayleur – David’s next door 
neighbor has been missing for over a 
week, and a stranger is staying in his 
house! Could it be the Shadow Man, 
who has haunted the town for 
hundreds of years? Halloween is 
coming, and David doesn’t have much 
time to find out if his neighbor’s house 
is truly haunted. 
JF Tayleur 
 

The Haunting of Hillside 
School – Kristiana Gregory – 

Cousins Jeff, David, and Claire 
investigate the possible haunting of 
their schoolhouse. 
JF Gregory 
 

 

Invasion of the Road 
Weenies: And Other Warped 
and Creepy Tales – David Lubar 

– A collection of thirty-five stories 
featuring such horrors as a monstrous 
Halloween costume, a midnight visit to 
a graveyard, and a hearing-impaired 
genie. Includes author's notes on how 
he got his ideas for these stories. 
JF Lubar 

 
The Legend of—Captain 
Crow’s Teeth –Eoin Colfer – 

When Will hears the legend of Captain 
Crow's Teeth from his prank-loving 
older brother, the nine-year-old fears 
he will be the bloodthirsty pirate's next 
victim. 
JF Colfer 
 

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
–Irving Washington – A superstitious 
schoolmaster, in love with a wealthy 
farmer's daughter, has a terrifying 
encounter with a headless horseman. 
JF Irving 
 

London, 1850 – Sebastian Rook 

– London, 1850. An enormous ship has 
just reached port. From its hull, a flock 
of bats ascends and disappears into 
the streets. Jack Harkett intends to 
board the ship, in search of food or 
money. Instead, he encounters a boy 
his own age -- running for his life! The 
boy recounts horrific tales about a 
vampire plague that's killed the entire 
crew. First in the Vampire Plague 
series.  
JF Rook 

 
More Bones: Scary Stories 

from Around the World – Can 
you escape from an evil wizard? Can 
you outrun a corpse? Can you learn 
secrets from a severed head? These 
terrifying questions, and many more, 
enliven twenty-two tales collected 
from around the world and retold. 
JF More 
 

My Haunted House – Angie 

Sage – Araminta enlists the help of 
several ghosts in an attempt to stop 
her Aunt Tabby from selling Spook 
House. First in the Araminta Spookie 
series.  
JF Sage 
 

Mysteries of Alien Visitors 
and Abductions – Kathryn 

Walker – Presents strange stories and 
mysterious phenomena regarding 
aliens that does seem to defy 
explanation. 
 J 001.9 Wal 
 



The Mystery at Fort 

Thunderbolt – Carole Marsh – A 
brother and sister live practically as 
orphans in the small coastal town of 
Thunderbolt while their parents, CDC 
doctors, travel the world fighting 
dreadful diseases. When a phone call 
comes in that their parents are in 
quarantine the children are 
determined to get to them. Historic 
past events soon collide with the 
present foiling the children's desperate 
attempt to reach their parents in time. 
Pretty Darn Scary Mysteries series.  
JF Marsh 

 
Nancy Drew Mystery Series – 

Carolyn Keene – Some titles in this 
series have scary mysteries. 
JF Keene 

 

Nighttime: Too Afraid to 
Scream – Todd Strasser – Seven 
scary short stories. 
JF Strasser 
 

North Dakota Night Dragons – 

Jonathan Rand – Now living in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, Damon 
Richards, with his friends Kamryn and 
Jason, find themselves in an unwanted 
but unavoidable fight against fire-
breathing night dragons. American 
Chillers series. 
JF Rand 
 

Scary Stories – 

JF Sca 
 

Scary Stories 3 – Alvin Schwartz 

– More traditional and modern-day 
stories of ghosts, haunts, superstitions, 
monsters, and horrible scary things. 
J 398.2 Sch 
 

Scary Stories for Sleep-Overs 
– R.C. Welch – Presents a collection 
of scary short stories. 
JF Welch 

 
Scary Stories to Tell in the 

Dark – Alvin Schwartz – Stories of 
ghosts and witches, "jump" stories, 
scary songs, and modern-day scary 
stories. 

 J 398.2 Sch 
 

The Secret of Eyesocket 

Island – Carole Marsh – A young 
boy and girl lose their way in a maze of 
islands, and encounter a "life or death" 
mystery to solve. Pretty Darn Scary 
Mysteries series. 
JF Marsh  
 

 
 
 

 
The Secret of Skullcracker 

Swamp – Carole Marsh – Tabby 
goes on vacation with her father, a 
professor and Swampmaster and 
makes friends with Mable, a real 
"Swamp thing" of a woman. Pretty 
Darn Scary Mysteries series. 
JF Marsh 
 

Skateboard Tough – Matt 

Christopher – When Brett's 
skateboarding abilities dramatically 
and inexplicably improve after using 
The Lizard, a skateboard mysteriously 
unearthed in his front yard, his friends 
start to wonder if the skateboard is 
haunted. 
JF Christopher 
 

 
Skeleton Creek – Patrick 

Carman – Although housebound 
following an eerie accident, teenaged 
Ryan continues to investigate the 
strange occurrences in his hometown 
of Skeleton Creek, recording his 
findings in a journal and viewing e-mail 
video clips sent by fellow detective 
Sarah. The reader may view Sarah's 
videos on a website by using the links 
and passwords found in the text. First 
in the Skeleton Creek series. 
JF Carman 
 

Tales of Terror – Edgar Allan 

Poe –  
JF Poe 
 

Vampires Don’t Wear Polka 

Dots – Debbie Dadey – There are 
some pretty weird grown-ups living in 
Bailey City, but could the new third 
grade teacher from the Transylvanian 
Alps really be a vampire? First in the 
Adventures of the Bailey School Kids 
series. 
JF Dadey 
 

Washington Wax Museum – 

Jonathan Rand – Rachel Baker and 
her friend David Rydell go on a class 
trip to visit a Wax Museum about to 
open in Seattle. However, when they 
get there, they hear strange voices and 
discover that the wax figures are 
disappearing. Then, the director 
admits that the museum might be 
haunted. American Chillers series.  
JF Rand 

 
 
 

 
 


